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#IELD TRIP REPCRT OF REGIONAL PUBLICATYIONS OFFICER, CAIRO _

May i-10, 1962

i. SYRIA - Damascus

Amﬂ

‘DQ

Official Contacts

Ambassador Ridgway B. Knight. FSO Curtis F. Jones « former PO; and
F30 Leslie D. Polx, new PO.

Bookstores Visited

Saveral Bookstores. (Not ctherwise identified)

Names of Useful Contects tc PO Program

Hone

1. Due to the instability of the political situstion in Syria,
very few new publications have appeared. Publishers here seem to be
in a state of numbness - afraid to spend any money until the situation
crystallzes.

2. Again, t.e recent slow response to Depertmental publicstions
requests, is due o the abnormal situation whieh the officers of this
Frbassy find them:elves faced with as well es & change of PC agsignment.
The RPO vislited countless bookstores ineluding Atlas Bookstore which
usually keeps s sharp eye open for newly published material. A few
punlications were acquired including a new Directory.

3. With regerd to the sirgram which was sent by the RKFPO in March
to the various posts conceraing the requirement for publications on
Military Academies, a reply is being prepared jointly by the Danascus
PO and the Military Attache.

. Ceonecerning voizad Jepartmental complaints regarding newspaper
receipte from Aleppo aund Leizkia, the RPO received the assurances of
©0 Polk that & despatch will be prepared shortly on the current status
of all Syrian newspapers including those from the aforementioned areas.

II. IRAQ - Baghdad

Aﬁ

Officiel Contacts
FSO William C. lakeliand, Poliitical Officer; PSO John M. Iord, Jr., PO

Bookstoxjes Visitg_é

All leading bookstores in Baghdad.
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Names of Useful Contacts to FO Program

None

Comments

1. Perhaps the recertly noted delays in response to Departmental
publications requests from this post is dus to: (a) the many extra
problems officers of this Embassy ere continually confronted with due
to the unsettled political situation and (c) to the change of Publica-
tions Officer recently effected. The RPO feels confident that procure-
ment of material and respcnse to the Depariment®s publications regquests
in general will show marked improvement from now on as| s very
interested in publications procurement and is an Arabic linguist.

2. On the other hand, the RPQ carefully checked over the list of
publications that Embassy, Baghdad has been forwerding to the Department
and found it as up to date &s it was during his last visit. In the
RPO's opinion the reporticg on the local press that has been done by
this Embassy recently, has been excellent. in addition to periodic
reporis on the press, the post recently prepared a local press SUNALY
which was forwarded to the Department as despateh #701 of March 26, 1962.

3. Publishing in general in Irag 1s dormant and few new publica-
tions have been produced since the RPO was here on his last visit.

h. Communist publications are svailable but not as profusely
abundant as reported previously.

5. The RPO believep that Baghdad's allotments for WF, SP and IR
should be increased for the next FY.

III. TURKEY - Istanbul (May 2-3) « Ankara (Msy 3-b)

A.

B.

D.

Officizl Contacts

1. Istanbul: Consul Ben H. Brown, Jr., and FER Bertha Carp, PO.
2. Ankare: FSO Thomas N. Meicalf, PO.

Bookstores Visited

Miscellaneous Bookstores. (Not othexrwlse identified)

Names of Useful Contacts to PO Program

None
Comment.s

Istanbul
1" Miss Carp sieted that practically no new publications have been
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put out locslly in the past year. The ]P0 revieved the Departreni®s
sorrespondence and found thot all current requests for publications
procurenent have been satisfied.

vy o

2, ¥n Ankare. the RPO was gretified to find that the PO-FSO Thomas
N. Metealf-is an &nle and &{ficient officer, profoundly interested in
the pubiications procuremen® program. FSO Motealf is also a student of
Turkieh.

3. The RPO &nd FSO Mstealf visited several bookstores as well es
the Ministry of Press, Broadcasting end Tourism. Several new publications
were obusined.

L. ‘fhe Medicsl University of Arksra was also visited on this trin
and mumerous medical publiasiions wera orocured for ¥IiM.

%o 411 Commuaint publications e benned in Turkey and ncne were
seen.

V. GREECE -- Athens

- Ao Official Contacts

0 William W. MeGrew, PO; FSOD Orme Wilson

3. Bookstores Visited

Several Benkstores {(Not otherwise identified:

C. Names of Useful Cortacts to P Progrem

OSSP

Hone

Q. Comments

1. ©D2spite tie fact that the Ewbassy was deluged with delegates and
preparations for the NATO Conference, Mr. William McGrew, of the Embasuy
Staff, devoted con:iderable time to the RPO. Unfortunately, Miss Skyllodomou
wvas on annual leavs and therefore the RPO was unsble to congratulate her
personzliy on the =2xecellent ,job of vracuring and reporting she has been
doing on publications from this area. This, however, was emphaticallx
conveyed to her chief, who will in turn commend her. It must be rememe
bered, oan the other hand, that such execellent work has been under the
fmidance of the FO. Athens.

2, fAvhens kiusks and bockstores feature quite a few Communist
publicaticns in English, French and Greek. Communist periodicalz are
also available on aractically all newzstands. The RPO suggested that the
PO should send copies of these periodicals to the Department at regular
intervals.
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3. Aceording to Embassy Officials. the World Press Handbook is
vy adcquete as s survev of Greek pr2ss., The fackt, the RPO was inTormed
Liab the seetion on (reece in the bhandbook was act.ualjv pranared by
Mrbwssy personnel.

V. IEBAN ~ Beiruh

AQ

c::

Oi“f‘icia. Contacts

Sl 73 et e R

Nore

Brmxstm es Visifeﬁ

P et

Verious Bookstores

Names of Useful Contacts tc PO Progran

- sy

Hone

Comment £ OlAb3b

de
been away trom 1rut for Tour to Pive weeks and therefore the RPO was
unable t» discuss publications acquisition metters with him. Wevertheless.
the RPO, checked with the Frbassy vprocurement section and found that all
Departme xtal publications reoquests are being met pronptly.

€. 'The publishing sitvation in Beirut continues as reported or
vrevious oecasions - W4 translations and about ‘0?}' ereative works. The
RFO plars to discuss the muhlileations situstion at Beirut in denth duripg
his fortacoming home leave (June - Sert. 1962)
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